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(1) ensures that each patient's health information is 

secure …

(2) improves health care quality, reduces medical 

errors, reduces health disparities…

(3) reduces health care costs …

(4) provides appropriate information… 

(5) ensures the inclusion of meaningful public input…

(6) improves the coordination of care…

(7) improves public health activities… 

(8) facilitates health and clinical research and health 

care quality ;…”

Section 3001: The National Coordinator shall develop 

infrastructure that …



HITECH Act
• Define Meaningful Use

• Support Attainment of 
Meaningful Use

• Establish Public Trust

• Foster Health IT Innovation



Regional extension centers

Workforce training

CMS-based 

Incentives and penalties

State grants for health 

Information exchange

Standards & certification

framework

Privacy & Security
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Adoption of EHRs

Meaningful Use 

of EHRs

Exchange of health

information

•Improved individual and 

population health 

outcomes

•Increased transparency 

and efficiency

•Improved ability to study 

and improve care delivery

Research to enhance HIT



SHARP – Strategic Health IT Advanced 

Research Projects

• $60 million program

• Four year awards, in the form of 

cooperative agreements

• Eligibility

–Institutions of higher learning

–Public / Private entities with a 

research mission



SHARP Research

• Security of Health IT: 

– Security: U Illinois: Urbana-Champaign 
(Gunter)

• Cognitive Support:

– U Texas-Houston (Zhang)

• Healthcare Application and Network Platform 
Architectures: 

– Harvard University (Kohane)

• Secondary Use of EHR Data:

– Mayo Clinic (Chute)



IFR: Standards, Implementation Specifications, and 

Certification Criteria for EHR 

“Nothing required by this interim final rule 

should be construed as affecting existing 

legal requirements under other Federal 

laws. While the capabilities provided by 

Certified EHR Technology may assist in the 

compliance with certain legal requirements, 

they do not in any way remove or alter those 

requirements… 

4.(a) Additional Considerations, Clarifications, and Requests for Public 

Comments: Relationship to Other Federal Laws; Page 2039

http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/E9-31216.htm



Beacon Community Program



•Community Services Council: Tulsa, OK

•Delta Health Alliance, Inc.:  Stoneville, MS

•Eastern Maine Healthcare Systems: Brewer, 

ME

•Geisinger Clinic: Danville, PA

•HealthInsight: Salt Lake City, UT

•Indiana Health Information Exchange: 

Indianapolis, IN

•Inland Northwest Health Services: 

Spokane, WA

•Mayo Clinic Rochester, Rochester, MN

•Rhode Island Quality Institute, Prov., RI

•Rocky Mountain HMO, Grand Junction, CO

•Southern Piedmont Comm. Care Plan: 

Concord, NC

•The Regents of the UCSD: San Diego, CA

•University of Hawaii at Hilo, Hilo, HI

•Western New York Clinical Information 

Exchange, Inc., Buffalo, NY

•Louisiana Public Health Institute: New 

Orleans, LA

Beacon Communities



Regional Extension Center Program



Standards & Certification IFR



"I've never been lost…

…but I will admit to being 

confused for several weeks."

Daniel Boone  (1734-1820)



davidr.hunt@hhs.gov

http://healthit.hhs.gov

http://healthit.hhs.gov/

